
  

  
  

*All Ebola statistics in this report are drawn 

from the Ministry of Health and Social 

Welfare (MoHSW) Ebola SitRep #165, which 

reports cumulative cases as of 27 October 

2014 (from 23 May to 27 October 2014). 

 

  

 

 

 

• As of 29 February 2016, Liberia has reached day 46 of the 90 days of active 

surveillance and has been free of the Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) since 3 

December 2015. 

 

• Essential medicines (including antibiotics, anti-malarial medications, 

electrolytes, etc. valued at over US$1.4m), procured to support the 

restoration of health services commenced in mid-February with delivery 

at county depots completed in all 15 counties.  

 

• The distribution of Teaching and Learning Materials is ongoing and has 

so far reached 579,081 of the targeted 1,196,010 students (48.4 %) and 

36,541 teachers, covering 2,819 schools in 10 of the 15 Counties.  

 

• The Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection (MoGCSP) social 

workers have provided 6,836 children having lost one or both 

parents/primary caregivers due to EVD among the 8,019 registered 

children (1,908 having lost both parents/caregivers and 6,111 having lost 

one parent/caregiver) with a US$ 150 emergency grant.  

 

• UNICEF supported the Ministry of Health and partners to launch a polio 

campaign to improve coverage across the country. Campaign dates were 

26-29 February, with social mobilization activities beginning on 16 

February 2016 (10 days earlier) to intensify mobilization, given the still 

relatively high levels of absent children and pockets of non-compliance - 

especially in high risk counties. Unlike previous polio campaigns, 2,350 

general community Health Volunteers (gCHVs) are conducting face-to 

face mobilization of parents on a house by house basis.  

 

• As part of the rehabilitation and improvement of WASH systems in 

healthcare facilities to ensure Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 

compliance, restoration of WASH/waste facilities is ongoing in nine 

health facilities, out of which work is nearing completion in four facilities. 

In addition, a geophysical investigation exercise has also been completed 

at 31 health facilities across the country to ensure proper and cost 

effective drilling of boreholes. 

As of 29 February 20161 
 

101  
Days since last confirmed case 
 

88  
Days since last case discharged 
 

0 
Laboratory confirmed cases over 

past 21 days 
 

0 
Contacts under follow up 
 

8,744 
Children registered as directly 

affected by Ebola2 
 

2 million+ 
Children living in affected areas 
 

USD 5 million  
UNICEF funding needs until 

March 2016 
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1Data based on official information reported by Liberia’s Ministry of Health. These details are 

subject to change due to ongoing reclassification, retrospective investigation and availability 

of laboratory tests. 
2Government of Liberia has defined the number of children ‘affected’ as quarantined, 

orphaned, unaccompanied and separated children (UASC), in treatment and discharged. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

UNICEF Liberia County Rep Sheldon Yett 

vaccinates an infant in Old Road.  



Situation Overview 
• As of 29 February 2016, Liberia has reached day 46 of the 90 days of active surveillance and has been free of the Ebola 

Virus Disease (EVD) since 3 December 2015. 

 

Health and Nutrition 
• Distribution of essential medicines (including antibiotics, anti-malarial medications, electrolytes, etc. valued at over 

US$1.4m) commenced again in mid-February with delivery at county depots and was completed in all counties. UNICEF 

continues to support availability and access to essential drugs in the public health system through ongoing procurement, 

storage and distribution of pharmaceuticals as well as printing and distribution of Logistics Management Information 

System tools to strengthen monitoring and tracking of their utilization. 

 

Education  
• The distribution of Teaching and Learning Materials is ongoing and has so far reached 579,081 of the targeted 1,196,010 

students (48.4 %) and 36,541 teachers, covering 2,819 schools in 10 of the 15 Counties.  

 

Child Protection 
• The Government of Liberia has identified and registered 8,744 children (4,244 boys and 4,500 girls) 1 as affected by 

Ebola Virus Disease (EVD).  

• The total number of children registered by the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection (MoGCSP) social 

workers as having lost one or both parents/primary caregivers due to EVD is: 8,019 (1,908 having lost both 

parents/caregivers and 6,111 having lost one parent/caregiver). Out of this number 6,836 children have received the 

US$150 emergency grant, and 164 are remaining to reach the total 7,000 for which the Ministry received funds.  

• Currently the CP department of MoGCSP is reviewing the cash grant progress against number of children eligible for the 

program and how many of them benefited from the grant. This exercise will permit them to address the needs of those 

EVD affected children who have been left behind and reduce the delays in payment. They expect to have completed 

paying the 7,000 for which they received funding by March 3, 2016. This will leave them with slightly over 1,000 children 

registered but yet to receive a grant. They are working with UNICEF to fundraise for this need.  

 

Social Mobilization 
• UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Health and partners to mount a polio campaign that will improve coverage across 

the country. Although campaign dates are scheduled for 26-29 February, social mobilisation activities started 16  

February 2016 (10 days earlier) to intensify mobilisation given the still relatively high levels of absent children and 

pockets of non-compliance - especially in high risk counties. Unlike previous polio campaigns, 2,350 general community 

Health Volunteers (gCHVs) are conducting face-to face mobilisation of parents on a house by house basis. They are 

supported by Regional, County and District Social Mobilisation Coordinators who co-facilitate community dialogues and 

other activities led by traditional and religious leaders. Local dialect messaging by community radio stations and 1,040 

town criers are helping to make sure parents understand the reason for such booster doses, as well as the need to 

sustain routine polio and other vaccination. Message are being reinforced by well positioned IEC materials like large 

banners (275), posters (20,000) and flyers (60,000).   

• UNICEF Liberia was a member of the recent West African region cross-border polio meeting in held in Abidjan, Ivory 

Coast. The focus was on strategic approaches to eliminate any potential for ‘importation or cross-border given that 

Guinea recorded two cases of poliomyelitis in 2015. Participants drafted an action plan to enhance coordinated of 

vaccination activities and community engagement starting with the February National Immunization Days (NIDs) which 

are synchronized between Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone.   

• The findings of the Liberia Ebola Knowledge, Attitudes and Practice (KAP) study were presented at the inaugural 

international social and behaviour change communication (SBCC) summit, 8 - 10 February in Ethiopia as an example of 

an evidenced-informed emergency social and behaviour change response. The meeting, which was attended by a global 

cross-section of SBCC/C4D implementers, and scholars, provided a platform to share knowledge and to network, so as 

to elevate the art and science of the field, and to dialogue on how best to improve its contribution to various health 

and development outcomes.  

• Following a cluster of measles cases in Kamba Kaba district, Margibi County, UNICEF supported the Ministry of Health 

in conducting a situation analysis to further inform response activities. A qualitative inquiry among women, men, 

traditional and religious leaders, and health workers was conducted from 4 - 5 February. The findings show that the 

affected communities were fully aware of the cases and the health workers attributed them to lack of optimal routine 

immunization services. Even though the community members displayed knowledge that measles is preventable by 

vaccination, there were some misinformation on the causes, beliefs in traditional medicines, and persisting perceived 



association between measles and Ebola. Reported barriers to uptake of measles vaccines were: long distances, 

unfriendly staff, long waiting hours (some husbands accuse their wives of infidelity due to long absences from home.) 
 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
• As part of the rehabilitation and improvement of WASH systems in healthcare facilities to ensure Infection Prevention 

and Control (IPC) compliance, restoration of WASH/waste facilities is ongoing in nine health facilities, out of which work 

is nearing completion in four facilities. In addition, a geophysical investigation exercise has also been completed at 31 

health facilities across the country to ensure proper and cost effective drilling of boreholes. 

• In recognition of the low WASH coverage in schools and the role children play in influencing behaviour change, UNICEF 

is supporting the implementation of a comprehensive package of WASH in School activities in 80 schools in five counties. 

Besides the construction element, emphasis is being placed on the establishment of hygiene/WASH clubs in schools; 

and supporting advocacy campaigns to promote safe hygiene practices by schoolchildren and teachers, with a special 

focus on EVD prevention. 

 

Programme Results 

UNICEF and Pillar/Sector Results for EVD Response 

Liberia, 29 February 2016 

Indicators  

Pillar / Sector UNICEF 

Target Actual 
% 

Achieved 
Target Actual  % Achieved 

EPIDEMIOLOGY 

Registered Ebola children who lost one or both 

parents/primary caregivers 
 8,019   8,019  

COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Households reached with interpersonal 

communication on Ebola prevention 
1,000,000 802,469 80% 750,000 771,444 103% 

Sub-prefectures Chiefdoms and/or counties 

reporting resistance/reticence to cooperating 

with front line workers in the past week 

   0 1/15  

Households reached with Inter-Personal 

Communication for National health campaigns  
   500,000 614,825 123% 

COMMUNITY CARE CENTRES/RITES 

CCCs established  25   12  

CCCs functional   14   8  

CCCs decommissioned  12   12  

CCCs converted/transformed into Alternate 

Care Centres  
 7   7  

RITES pre-positioned for Rapid Response      16  

RITES utilized in hot spot communities      3  

WASH 

Ebola community, treatment and holding 

centres with essential WASH services 
29 24 83% 14 14 100% 

Non-Ebola health centres in Ebola-affected 

areas provided with hand washing station 

and/or WASH support 

   270 270 100% 

People benefiting from household WASH kits 

in Ebola-affected areas 
   450,000  450,000 100% 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Ebola-affected children provided 

with  minimum package of psychosocial 

support (PSS) services 

189,630 150,523 79% 189,630 150,523 79% 



Registered children who lost one or both 

parents/primary caregivers due to Ebola and 

child survivors of Ebola who received a 

minimum package of support/nationally 

agreed package, including family tracing and 

reunification or placement in alternative family 

based care 

7,500 6,836 91% 7,500 6,836 91% 

HEALTH 

Health structures in Ebola-affected areas 

provided with Infection, Prevention and 

Control (IPC) supplies 

   470 270 57% 

Community Health Workers trained in Ebola 

prevention and case management 
   650 650 100% 

NUTRITION 

Ebola patients receiving nutrition support 

 
   1,094 994 91% 

Children suffering from severe acute 

malnutrition (SAM) admitted for treatment 
   13,925 11,584 83% 

Infants 0-6 months who cannot be breast fed, 

receiving ready to use infant formula 
   40 38 95% 

EDUCATION 

Teachers trained in Ebola prevention 

 
12,114 11,082 91% 6,000 5,995 100% 

Schools equipped with minimum hygiene 

package for Ebola prevention compliant with 

protocols 

4,400 4,619 105% 4,400 4,619 105% 

Children enrolled in schools  equipped with 

minimum hygiene package 
1,153,316 1,196,010 104% 1,153,316 1,196,010 104% 

Children enrolled in schools benefiting from 

the distribution of learning kits1 
1,196,010 579,081 44.8% 1,196,010 579,081 44.8% 

Teachers trained in providing psycho social 

support 
   10,000 6,163 62% 

 

Next SitRep: 31 March 2016 
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Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Sheldon Yett 

Representative 

UNICEF Liberia 

Cell: +231-770-26-7100 

Email: syett@unicef.org 

Deirdre Kiernan 

Sr. Emergency Coordinator 

UNICEF Liberia 

Cell: +231-770-26-7926 

Email: dkiernan@unicef.org 

 


